






Staff Report 

 

October 13, 2021 

 

Agenda Item No. 5.a. 

 
GOVERNMENT CODE § 56857 NOTICE 

(For Informational Purposes Only, Receive and File) 

 

Upon receipt of any proposed change of organization or reorganization that includes the 

annexation of territory to any district, if the proposal is not filed by the district to which 

annexation of territory is proposed, Government Code Section 56857(a) requires the Executive 

Officer to place the proposal on its agenda for informational purposes only, and to transmit a 

copy of the proposal to any district to which annexation is requested. Pursuant to Government 

Code Section 56857(b), no more than 60 days after the meeting agenda date, the district to which 

annexation is being proposed may adopt and submit to the Local Agency Formation Commission 

(“LAFCO”) a resolution requesting termination of the proceedings.  The law requires that any 

such resolution requesting termination must be based upon written findings supported by 

substantial evidence in the record that the request is justified by a financial or service-related 

concern, or the territory is already receiving electrical services under a service area agreement 

approved by the Public Utilities Commission.  Prior to LAFCO’s termination of proceedings, the 

resolution is subject to judicial review as provided in Government Code Sections 56857(b). 

 

LAFCO may not hear and consider the proposal until after the 60-day termination period has 

expired unless the district to which an annexation of territory is requested adopts and submits to 

LAFCO a resolution supporting the proposal. 

 

The following is a summary of the proposal filed with LAFCO: 

 

Annexation No. 2021-08 to the Los Angeles County Waterworks District No. 40, 

Antelope Valley 

 

Description: KB Home Greater Los Angeles, Inc. (landowner) filed an application to 

annex 9.29± acres of vacant land to the Los Angeles County Waterworks 

District No. 40, Antelope Valley. The project includes future construction 

of 34 single-family homes on two residential subdivisions.  

 

Location: The project site is generally located at the northeast corner of 65th Street 

West and Newgrove Street, all within the City of Lancaster.  

 

The Executive Officer will transmit a copy of the proposal to the Los Angeles County 

Waterworks District No. 40, Antelope Valley, as required by Government Code Section 

56857(a). 

 

 

Recommended Action  

Receive and file. 
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October 13, 2021 

 

Agenda Item No. 9.a. 

 

Resolution Authorizing Remote Teleconference Meetings of the  

Commission pursuant to Government Code Section 54953(e) and  

Making Required Findings 

 

 

The COVID-19 outbreak in California began in March, 2020. Pursuant to Governor Newsom’s 

emergency orders, which modified the requirements of the Ralph M. Brown Act, as well as the 

County of Los Angeles “Best Practices to Prevent COVID-19,” the Commission began meeting 

in a virtual format in June of 2020. 

 

Governor Newsom’s emergency orders modifying the requirements of the Ralph M. Brown Act 

expired on September 20, 2021.  AB 361, incorporating amendments to Section 54953 of the 

Government Code, took, effect on October 1, 2021.  The provisions of AB 361 allow the 

legislative bodies of public agencies—including the Commission—to continue to meet in a 

virtual format, so long as a State declaration of emergency is in effect, state or local officials 

have imposed or recommended measures to promote social distancing, and/or the Commission 

makes required findings.  Additionally, AB 361 requires the Commission to take additional 

measures to ensure that the public is provided access to Commission meetings. 

 

Given on-going concerns caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, as documented in the draft 

resolution (attached), including imminent threats to the health and safety of attendees at 

Commission meetings, the ongoing state-wide declared emergency, and recommendations and 

requirements on a state-wide and local basis to socially distance, staff recommends that the 

Commission conduct both today’s meeting (October 13, 2021) and the next meeting (November 

10, 2021) in a virtual format.  As noted in the attached draft resolution, “an in-person meeting of 

the Commission would present imminent risk to the health and safety of attendees, given the 

continued presence of COVID-19, as well as the inability to maintain adequate social distancing 

amongst commissioners, staff, legal counsel, and the general public in an indoor setting.” 

 

With respect to public access to virtual meetings, the Commission has implemented measures to 

comply with Section 54953(e) of the Government Code, including following: 

 

1. Post all Commission agendas to the Commission website, at least three (3) calendar days 

in advance of each meeting, and generally approximately five (5) to seven (7) calendar 

days in advance of each meeting;  

 

2. As has been its practice for all in-person Commission meetings, post a hard copy of the 

Commission agenda at the Kenneth P. Hahn Hall of Administration (500 West Temple 

Street, Los Angeles, California) at least three (3) calendar days in advance of each 

meeting, and generally approximately five (5) to seven (7) calendar days in advance of 

each meeting;  
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3. Provide information on the Commission agenda which enables the public to access 

Commission meetings by phone, computer, tablet, and/or other electronic device;  

 

4. E-mail a copy of the Commission agenda package to those individuals who have 

requested to be notified in advance of all Commission meetings;  

 

5. E-mail a copy of the Commission agenda package to any parties requesting notice for a 

particular Commission meeting;  

 

6. Monitor incoming mail from the United States Postal Service for any public 

communications relative to an upcoming Commission meeting, up to and including the 

afternoon before each Commission meeting;  

 

7. Monitor incoming electronic mail that is received in LAFCO’s “Information” email 

account, both before each Commission meeting, and continuing for the duration of each 

Commission meeting; 

 

8. Monitor the phone lines and internet-based connection through the duration of the 

Commission meeting, for members of the public who have joined and wish to comment 

during the public comment period; and 

 

9. Ensure that all members of the public are afforded an opportunity to address the 

Commission during each Commission meeting. 

  

These measures, which the Commission has implemented for virtual meetings since June of 

2020, ensure that the public is afforded ample opportunity to provide input to the Commission.   

 

Staff acknowledges that the decision whether to meet in-person or virtually, by necessity, had to 

be made in advance of today’s meeting, given requirements to provide adequate legal notice of 

this meeting, and to provide notice to the public.  Planning for today’s meeting in a virtual 

format occurred after extensive consultation, in advance, with the Commission Chair and legal 

counsel.  Because of the declared state-wide emergency and the state and local requirements and 

recommendations for social distancing, a virtual meeting is authorized by Government Code 

Section 54953(e).  Staff felt it was important to act expeditiously in order to protect the health 

and safety of all meeting attendees.   

 

 

Recommended Action: 

 

1. Adopt the attached “RESOLUTION OF THE LOCAL AGENCY FORMATION 

 COMMISSION FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS AUTHORIZING REMOTE 

TELECONFERENCE MEETINGS OF THE LEGISLATIVE BODY OF THE LOCAL 

AGENCY FORMATION COMMISSION FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES  
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 FOR THE OF OCTOBER 13, 2021 TO NOVEMBER 11, 2021, PURSUANT TO THE 

RALPH M. BROWN ACT;” and 

 

2. Direct staff to agendize and notice the November 10, 2021 Meeting in a virtual format, as 

provided for in the attached Resolution.  

  

 

Attachment: 

 

• Draft “RESOLUTION OF THE LOCAL AGENCY FORMATION COMMISSION FOR 

THE COUNTY OF LOS AUTHORIZING REMOTE TELECONFERENCE 

MEETINGS OF THE LEGISLATIVE BODY OF THE LOCAL AGENCY 

FORMATION COMMISSION FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES FOR THE OF 

OCTOBER 13, 2021 TO NOVEMBER 11, 2021, PURSUANT TO THE RALPH M. 

BROWN ACT; 
























