
  

 
 

  
        

  

                                     

                                                             

 

MINUTES OF THE LOCAL AGENCY FORMATION COMMISSION 

FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

LIVE VIRTUAL MEETING 

 

January 13, 2021 

 

 

 

Present: 

    

     Jerry Gladbach, Chair     

 

     Kathryn Barger 

     Richard Close 

                          Donald Dear 

     Margaret Finlay 

     Gerard McCallum 

     John Mirisch 

     Holly Mitchell 

    

   Lori Brogin-Falley, Alternate 

     David Lesser, Alternate 

     Mel Matthews, Alternate 

      

     Paul Novak, Executive Officer 

     Tiffani Shin, Legal Counsel 

 

Absent:  

  

                           Janice Hahn, Alternate  

                          

Vacant: 

 

     City of Los Angeles, Member 

     City of Los Angeles, Alternate Member 

     City, Alternate Member 
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1   CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

 

The meeting was called to order at 9:03 a.m. as a live virtual Commission meeting, with public 

comment accepted via email or phone through the conclusion of public testimony.  

 

2   PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Chair Gladbach. 

 

CHAIR ANNOUNCEMENT(S) 

 

Chair Gladbach welcomed Holly Mitchell (new Los Angeles County Supervisor representing the 

2nd Supervisorial District) as a new LAFCO Commissioner (voting member). 

 

Commissioner Mitchell thanked the Commission for the introduction and stated that she was 

looking forward to working with the Commission. 

 

3   DISCLOSURE OF CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTION(S) 

 

The Executive Officer (EO) read an announcement, asking if any Commissioners had received a 

campaign contribution that would require disclosure or any other issue requiring recusal from 

any item on today’s agenda (None). 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

 

The EO noted that today’s meeting was conducted pursuant to the provisions of the Governor’s 

Executive Orders No-25-20 and N-29-20, under the modified laws of the Ralph M. Brown Act 

for the COVID-19 emergency, as well as the County of Los Angeles “Safer at Home Order for 

Control of COVID-19.”  LAFCO's legal counsel reviewed the notifications and agenda and has 

confirmed that the conduct of the meeting is consistent with State law as modified by the 

Governor and County orders. 

 

The EO noted that all public hearing notices, and the agenda, clearly stated that interested 

persons were afforded the opportunity to submit written opposition or comments by email, or via 

United States mail.  For any communications received after the agenda was posted, staff has 

forwarded copies via e-mail to the Commission (None).  LAFCO staff continued to monitor e-

mail and comments received during the meeting and prior to the conclusion of each hearing item 

were read to the Commission (None).   

 

4   SWEARING-IN OF SPEAKER(S) AND PUBLIC TESTIMONY/COMMENT  

 

The EO swore in two (2) members of the audience who planned to testify. 
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5   INFORMATION ITEM(S) – GOVERNMENT CODE §§ 56751 & 56857 NOTICE 

 

None. 

 

6   CONSENT ITEM(S)  

 

The Commission took the following actions under Consent Items: 

 

a. Approved Minutes of November 18, 2020. 

b. Approved Operating Account Check Register for the month of November 2020.  

c. Received and filed update on Pending Proposals. 

 

  MOTION: Dear SECOND: Finlay APPROVED: 8-0-0   

  AYES: Barger, Close, Dear, Finlay, McCallum, Mirisch, Mitchell, Gladbach 

  NOES: None. 

  ABSTAIN: None. 

  ABSENT: None. 

 

7 PUBLIC HEARING(S) 

 

The following item was called up for consideration: 

 

a. Reorganization No. 2017-10 to the Las Virgenes Municipal Water District. 

 

The EO indicated that the Commission was forwarded two (2) e-mails: the first e-mail, dated 

January 12, 2021, was from the Las Virgenes Homeowners Federation, Inc and; the second e-

mail, dated January 13, 2021, was from the Monte Nido Valley Community Association.  Both 

homeowners’ associations (HOAs) requested that the Commission continue this item for further 

public review. 

 

The EO summarized the staff report concerning this item. 

 

Robert Douglas, landowner of the affected territory, requested that the Commission consider and 

approve this item.   

 

Lee Reninger, representative of the Las Virgenes Homeowners Federation, Inc, indicated that the 

HOA is concerned about the proposed reorganization and requests that the Commission continue 

the item to its next meeting. 

 

The Commission took the following action: 

 

• Adopted the Resolution Making Determinations, including the California Environmental 

Quality Act determinations, Approving and Ordering Reorganization No. 2017-10 to the 

Las Virgenes Municipal Water District; (Amendments to the Las Virgenes Municipal 
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Water District, the Los Angeles County Waterworks District No. 29, Malibu, and the 

West Basin Municipal Water District SOIs; Detachment from the Los Angeles County 

Waterworks District No. 29, Malibu and the West Basin Municipal Water District; and 

Annexation to the Las Virgenes Municipal Water District);  

Resolution No. 2021-01RMD. 

 

  MOTION: Barger SECOND: Finlay APPROVED: 8-0-0   

  AYES: Barger, Close, Dear, Finlay, McCallum, Mirisch, Mitchell, Gladbach 

  NOES: None. 

  ABSTAIN: None. 

  ABSENT: None. 

 

8   PROTEST HEARING(S) 

 

None. 

 

9   OTHER ITEMS 

 

The following item was called up for consideration: 

 

a. Commission Meeting Schedule for Calendar Year 2021. 

 

The EO summarized the staff report on this item.  

 

The Commission took the following actions: 

 

• Adopted a Commission Meeting Schedule for Calendar Year 2021; and 

 

• Directed staff to post the adopted Commission Meeting Schedule for Calendar Year 2021 

to the LAFCO website. 

 

  MOTION: Barger SECOND: Finlay APPROVED: 8-0-0   

  AYES: Barger, Close, Dear, Finlay, McCallum, Mirisch, Mitchell, Gladbach 

  NOES: None. 

  ABSTAIN: None. 

  ABSENT: None. 

 

9   OTHER ITEMS 

 

The following item was called up for consideration: 

 

b. Proposed Memorandum of Understanding with Kern LAFCO. 

 

The EO indicated that he received a request from Executive Officer, Blair Knox (Kern LAFCO), 
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to continue this item to a future meeting. 

 

At the direction of Chair Gladbach, this item was referred back to staff. 

 

9   OTHER ITEMS 

 

The following item was called up for consideration: 

 

c. Recommendation to Award Contract for Audit Services to DavisFarr LLP. 

 

The EO summarized the staff report concerning this item. 

 

The Commission took the following actions: 

 

• Awarded a contract to DavisFarr LLP to provide auditing services, as described in the 

proposal, and as recommended by the Evaluation Committee; and 

 

• Authorized the Executive Officer to execute the professional services agreement with 

DavisFarr LLP, with said agreement being approved as to form by LAFCO Counsel. 

 

  MOTION: Barger SECOND: Finlay APPROVED: 8-0-0   

  AYES: Barger, Close, Dear, Finlay, McCallum, Mirisch, Mitchell, Gladbach 

  NOES: None. 

  ABSTAIN: None. 

  ABSENT: None. 

 

10 LEGISLATION  

 

None. 

 

11 MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE  

 

None. 

 

12   COMMISSIONERS’ REPORT  

 

Chair Gladbach indicated that a Performance Evaluation Survey will be e-mailed to all 

Commissioners regarding the Executive Officer’s work performance.  The results will be shared 

to the Commission, during Closed Session, at February’s meeting.  

 

13   EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT 

 

The EO summarized the staff report on this item. 
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The EO indicated that Larry Calemine (former LAFCO Commissioner and Executive Officer) 

sent his regards to the Commission. 

 

The EO indicated that the City Selection Committee will meet on January 25th to select a new 

city alternate LAFCO member to fill the vacancy expiring in 2023 (due to Judy Mitchell’s 

retirement). 

 

The Commission took the following action: 

 

• Received and filed the Executive Officer Report and Verbal Report.  

 

  MOTION: Dear SECOND: McCallum APPROVED: 8-0-0   

  AYES: Barger, Close, Dear, Finlay, McCallum, Mirisch, Mitchell, Gladbach 

  NOES: None. 

  ABSTAIN: None. 

  ABSENT: None. 

 

14   FUTURE MEETINGS 

          

February 10, 2021 

March 10, 2021 

April 14, 2021 

 

15   FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 

None.  

 

16   ADJOURNMENT MOTION 

 

At the suggestion of Chair Gladbach, and in memory of Tom LaBonge (former City of Los 

Angeles Council Member and LAFCO Commissioner) and Tommy Lasorda (former baseball 

pitcher and Los Angeles Dodgers Manager), as motioned by Commissioner Mirisch and 

seconded by Barger, the live virtual meeting was adjourned at 9:33 a.m.  
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(continued to page 7) 
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CHAIR ANNOUNCEMENT 

 

The Chair indicated that a Special Meeting would follow today’s regular meeting.  
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