
  

 
 

  
       

 

 

 

 

                        MINUTES OF THE LOCAL AGENCY FORMATION COMMISSION 

                        FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES LIVE VIRTUAL MEETING 

 

October 14, 2020 

 

 

 

Present: 

    

     Jerry Gladbach, Chair     

 

     Kathryn Barger 

     Richard Close 

     Donald Dear 

                          Margaret Finlay 

     Gerard McCallum 

     John Mirisch 

     David Ryu  

     Hilda Solis 

      

     Lori Brogin-Falley, Alternate 

     David Lesser, Alternate 

     Mel Matthews, Alternate 

     Judith Mitchell, Alternate                              

      

     Paul Novak, Executive Officer 

     Carole Suzuki, Legal Counsel 

 

Absent:  

  

                           Sheila Kuehl, Alternate 

      

Vacant: 

 

     City of Los Angeles, Alternate Member 
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1   CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

 

The meeting was called to order at 9:01 a.m. as a live virtual Commission meeting, with public 

comment accepted via email or phone through the conclusion of public testimony.  

 

2   PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Chair Gladbach. 

 

3   DISCLOSURE OF CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTION(S) 

 

The Executive Officer (EO) read an announcement, asking if any Commissioners had received a 

campaign contribution that would require disclosure or any other issue requiring recusal from 

any item on today’s agenda (None). 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Chair Gladbach indicated that the Independent Special District Committee recently appointed 

Mel Matthews (Vice President and Director of the Foothill Municipal Water District), and 

welcomed Commissioner Matthews as the new Alternate Special District Member, to fulfill an 

unexpired four-year term which ends on May 2, 2022.  

 

[Commissioner Finlay arrived at 9:06 a.m.] 

 

Chair Gladbach indicated that Sandor “Sandy” Winger passed away on Sunday, September 20, 

2020.  Mr. Winger was LAFCO’s Deputy Executive Officer from 2001-2006 and Executive 

Officer from 2006-2010.  

 

The EO noted that today’s meeting was conducted pursuant to the provisions of the Governor’s 

Executive Orders No-25-20 and N-29-20, under the modified laws of the Ralph M. Brown Act 

for the COVID-19 emergency, as well as the County of Los Angeles “Safer at Home Order for 

Control of COVID-19.”  LAFCO's legal counsel reviewed the notifications and agenda and has 

confirmed that the conduct of the meeting is consistent with State law as modified by the 

Governor and County orders. 

 

The EO noted that all public hearing notices, and the agenda, clearly stated that interested 

persons were afforded the opportunity to submit written opposition or comments by email, or via 

United States mail.  For any communications received after the agenda was posted, staff has 

forwarded copies via e-mail to the Commission.  LAFCO staff continued to monitor e-mail and 

comments received during the meeting and prior to the conclusion of each hearing item were 

read to the Commission.   

 

4   PUBLIC COMMENT / SWEARING-IN OF SPEAKER(S) 

 

The EO swore in members of the audience who planned to testify (None). 
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The EO called on members of the public to provide comment (None). 

 

[Commissioner Ryu arrived at 9:08 a.m.] 

 

5   INFORMATION ITEM(S) – GOVERNMENT CODE §§ 56751 & 56857 NOTICE 

 

None. 

 

6   CONSENT ITEM(S)  

 

The Commission took the following actions under Consent Items: 

 

a. Approved Minutes of September 9, 2020. 

 

b. Approved Operating Account Check Register for the month of September 2020.  

 

c. Received and filed update on Pending Proposals. 

 

d. Adopted Resolution of the Local Agency Formation Commission for the County of Los 

Angeles Making Determinations Adopting the MSR No. 2020-07 – Municipal Service 

Review and Sphere of Influence Update for the Cities of Agoura Hills, Calabasas, Hidden 

Hills, and Westlake Village; and Approved final, revised Sphere of Influence Maps for 

the Cities of Agoura Hills, Calabasas, Hidden Hills, and Westlake Village;          

Resolution No. 2020-19RMD. 

 

  MOTION: Dear SECOND: Finlay APPROVED: 9-0-0   

  AYES: Barger, Close, Dear, Finlay, McCallum, Mirisch, Ryu, Solis, Gladbach 

  NOES: None. 

  ABSTAIN: None. 

  ABSENT: None. 

 

7 PUBLIC HEARING(S) 

 

None. 

 

8   PROTEST HEARING(S) 

 

None. 

 

9   OTHER ITEMS 

 

The following item was called up for consideration: 

 

a. Sativa Water System – Quarterly Update. 
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The EO summarized the staff report concerning this item. 

 

The Commission took the following action: 

 

• Received and filed the Sativa County Water District Status Report. 

 

  MOTION: Mirisch  SECOND: Dear APPROVED: 9-0-0   

  AYES: Barger, Close, Dear, Finlay, McCallum, Mirisch, Ryu, Solis, Gladbach 

  NOES: None. 

  ABSTAIN: None. 

  ABSENT: None. 

 

9   OTHER ITEMS 

 

The following item was called up for consideration: 

 

b. Sativa Water System: County of Los Angeles Request to Extend the Interim Operating 

Period; Staff Recommendation to Modify Reporting Requirements and Support the 

County’s Efforts to Assign Sativa to a Long-Term Water Provider; and California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) determinations. 

 

The EO summarized the staff report concerning this item. 

 

The Commission took the following actions: 

 

• Adopted the Resolution Making Determinations, including the California Environmental 

Quality Act determinations, extending the interim operating for the County of Los 

Angeles for one (1) year relative to the Sativa Water System;                              

Resolution No. 2020-20RMD; 

 

• Modified the County’s reporting to the Commission to require annual reporting, at 

minimum, and reporting of any information of significance concerning Sativa, from the 

County; and 

 

• Endorsed actions approved or recommended by the Los Angeles County Board of 

Supervisors related to any application submitted by the County to the California Public 

Utilities Commission for a new long-term service provider. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Minutes 

October 14, 2020 

Page 5 of 7 

 

  

  MOTION: Solis SECOND: Mirisch APPROVED: 9-0-0   

  AYES: Barger, Close, Dear, Finlay, McCallum, Mirisch, Ryu, Solis, Gladbach 

  NOES: None. 

  ABSTAIN: None. 

  ABSENT: None. 

 

9   OTHER ITEMS 

 

The following item was called up for consideration: 

 

c. Potential Cancellation of the December 9, 2020 Meeting. 

 

The EO summarized the staff report concerning this item. 

 

The Commission took the following actions: 

 

• Canceled the December 9, 2020 Commission Meeting; and 

 

• Directed the Executive Officer to send notice via the LAFCO e-mail alert notification 

system and post notice on the LAFCO website. 

 

  MOTION: Finlay SECOND: Solis APPROVED: 9-0-0   

  AYES: Barger, Close, Dear, Finlay, McCallum, Mirisch, Ryu, Solis, Gladbach 

  NOES: None. 

  ABSTAIN: None. 

  ABSENT: None. 

 

9   OTHER ITEMS 

 

The following item was called up for consideration: 

 

d. Annual Election of Officers. 

 

The EO summarized the staff report concerning this item. 

 

The Commission took the following actions: 

 

• Nominated and elected Commissioner Gladbach to serve as LAFCO Chair for a term of 

one (1) year and until the election of a successor; 

 

• Nominated and elected Commissioner Dear to serve as LAFCO First Vice-Chair for a 

term of one (1) year and until the election of a successor; and 
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• Nominated and elected Commissioner McCallum to serve as LAFCO Second Vice-Chair 

for a term of one (1) year and until the election of a successor. 

 

  MOTION: Finlay SECOND: Solis APPROVED: 9-0-0   

  AYES: Barger, Close, Dear, Finlay, McCallum, Mirisch, Ryu, Solis, Gladbach 

  NOES: None. 

  ABSTAIN: None. 

  ABSENT: None. 

 

10 LEGISLATION  

 

None. 

 

11 MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE  

 

None. 

 

12   COMMISSIONERS’ REPORT  

 

None. 

 

13   EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT 

 

a. Written Update.  

 

b. Verbal Update. 

 

The EO indicated that staff sent a condolence card to Mr. Winger’s wife, Phyllis, on behalf of the 

Commission, legal counsel, and staff.  

 

The Commission took the following actions: 

 

• Received and filed the Written Update and Verbal Update from the Executive Officer.  

 

  MOTION: Dear SECOND: Barger APPROVED: 9-0-0   

  AYES: Barger, Close, Dear, Finlay, McCallum, Mirisch, Ryu, Solis, Gladbach 

  NOES: None. 

  ABSTAIN: None. 

  ABSENT: None. 

 

14   FUTURE MEETINGS 

          

November 18, 2020 (Special Meeting) 

December 09, 2020 (Cancelled) 
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January 13, 2021  

 

15   FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 

None.  

 

16   ADJOURNMENT MOTION 

 

On motion by Barger, seconded by Commissioner Dear, in memory of Sandor “Sandy” Winger, 

the live virtual meeting was adjourned at 9:22 a.m.  
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