
 
 

  
       

 

 

 

 

                        MINUTES OF THE LOCAL AGENCY FORMATION COMMISSION 

                        FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES LIVE VIRTUAL MEETING 

 

June 10, 2020 

 

 

 

Present: 

    

     Jerry Gladbach, Chair     

 

     Kathryn Barger 

     Richard Close 

                          Margaret Finlay 

     Gerard McCallum 

     John Mirisch 

     David Ryu 

     Hilda Solis 

 

     Lori Brogin-Falley, Alternate 

     David Lesser, Alternate 

     Judith Mitchell, Alternate                              

      

     Paul Novak, Executive Officer 

     Carole Suzuki, Legal Counsel 

 

Absent: 

           

                          Donald Dear 

     Sheila Kuehl, Alternate 

      

Vacant: 

 

     City of Los Angeles, Alternate Member 

     Special District, Alternate Member 
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1   CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

 

The meeting was called to order at 9:06 a.m. as a live virtual Commission meeting, with public 

comment accepted via email through the conclusion of the meeting.  

 

2   PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Chair Jerry Gladbach. 

 

3   DISCLOSURE OF CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTION(S) 

 

The Executive Officer (EO) read an announcement, asking if any Commissioners had received a 

campaign contribution that would require disclosure or any other issue requiring recusal from 

any item on today’s agenda (None). 

 

4   SWEARING-IN OF SPEAKER(S) 

 

None. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

 

The EO noted that today’s meeting was conducted pursuant to the provisions of the Governor’s 

Executive Orders No-25-20 and N-29-20, under the modified laws of the Ralph M. Brown Act 

for the COVID-19 emergency, as well as the County of Los Angeles “Safer at Home Order for 

Control of COVID-19.”  He further noted that all public hearing notices, and the agenda, clearly 

stated that interested persons were afforded the opportunity to submit written opposition or 

comments by email, or via United States mail, no later than 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, June 9, 2020; 

and that LAFCO staff continued to monitor e-mail and comments received during the meeting 

and prior to the conclusion of each hearing item were read to the Commission.  He further 

commented that LAFCO’s legal counsel reviewed the public hearing agenda, and public hearing 

notices, and has affirmed that the conduct of today’s meeting is consistent with State law as 

modified by the Governor and County orders. 

 

5   INFORMATION ITEM(S) – GOVERNMENT CODE §§ 56751 & 56857 NOTICE 

 

None. 

 

6   CONSENT ITEM(S)  

 

The Commission removed Agenda Item 6.k. from other consent agenda items for separate 

consideration (see below).     

 

The Commission took the following actions under Consent Items (6.a. through 6.j.): 

 

a. Approved Minutes of March 11, 2020. 
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b. Approved Operating Account Check Register for the months of March, April, and May 

December 2020. 

 

c. Received and filed update on Pending Proposals. 

 

d. Adopted the Resolution Making Determinations, including the California Environmental 

Quality Act determinations, Approving and Ordering Annexation No. 431 to the County 

Sanitation District No. 14 of Los Angeles County; Resolution No. 2020-03RMD. 

 

e. Adopted the Resolution Making Determinations, including the California Environmental 

Quality Act determinations, Approving and Ordering Annexation No. 761 to the County 

Sanitation District No. 21 of Los Angeles County; Resolution No. 2020-04RMD. 

 

f. Adopted the Resolution Making Determinations, including the California Environmental 

Quality Act determinations, Approving and Ordering Annexation No. 762 to the County 

Sanitation District No. 21 of Los Angeles County; Resolution No. 2020-05RMD. 

 

g. Adopted the Resolution Making Determinations, including the California Environmental 

Quality Act determinations, Approving and Ordering Annexation No. 429 to the County 

Sanitation District No. 22 of Los Angeles County; Resolution No. 2020-06RMD. 

 

h. Adopted the Resolution Making Determinations, including the California Environmental 

Quality Act determinations, Approving and Ordering Annexation No. 433 to the County 

Sanitation District No. 22 of Los Angeles County; Resolution No. 2020-07RMD. 

 

i. Adopted the Resolution Making Determinations, including the California Environmental 

Quality Act determinations, Approving and Ordering Annexation No. 435 to the County 

Sanitation District No. 22 of Los Angeles County; Resolution No. 2020-08RMD. 

 

j. Adopted the Resolution Making Determinations, including the California Environmental 

Quality Act determinations, Approving and Ordering Annexation No. 1093 to the Santa 

Clarita Valley Sanitation District of Los Angeles County; Resolution No. 2020-09RMD. 

 

  MOTION: Solis SECOND: Finlay APPROVED: 7-0-0   

  AYES: Close, Finlay, McCallum, Mirisch, Ryu, Solis, Gladbach 

  NOES: None. 

  ABSTAIN: None.  

  ABSENT: Barger, Dear 

 

6   CONSENT ITEM(S)  

 

The following item was called for consideration: 

 

k. Annexation No. 1097 to the Santa Clarita Valley Sanitation District of Los Angeles 

County. 
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The EO noted that a member of the public (Lynne Plambeck) had emailed the Commission 

during the hearing, stating her belief that the meeting was under a Brown Act violation because 

the public was not afforded the opportunity to comment at this meeting.  Legal Counsel, Carole 

Suzuki, indicated that LAFCO was under compliance with the emergency orders noted in the 

Agenda.  The meetings were open to the public; they were able to submit written comments in 

advance of the hearing and staff was monitoring emails during the hearing itself.  Ms. Suzuki 

advised the Commission that stated Ms. Plambeck had in fact submitted a letter by email during 

the hearing that raised concerns regarding the fire hazard severity zone and water supply for the 

proposed annexation area.  The EO requested that this item be withdrawn from today’s meeting 

agenda and continued to a future hearing so the items of concern could be reviewed.  

 

The Commission requested that future virtual meetings allow for the public to call-in and 

comment during the meetings. The EO agreed to pursue such arrangements for future virtual 

meetings of the Commission. 

 

The Commission took the following separate action under Consent Items: 

 

• Continued Agenda Item No. 6.k. to the July 8, 2020 Commission meeting, to allow for 

further analysis and additional public comment. 

 

  MOTION: Solis SECOND: Finlay APPROVED: 7-0-0   

  AYES: Close, Finlay, McCallum, Mirisch, Ryu, Solis, Gladbach 

  NOES: None. 

  ABSTAIN: None.  

  ABSENT: Barger, Dear 

 

7 PUBLIC HEARING(S) 

 

The following item was called for consideration: 

 

a. Annexation No. 32 to the County Sanitation District No 16. of Los Angeles County.   

 

The EO summarized the staff report concerning Annexation No. 32 to the County Sanitation 

District No. 16 of Los Angeles County. 

 

The public hearing was opened to receive testimony on the annexation via e-mail.  There being 

no testimony and no written opposition, nor e-mails, submitted prior to the close of the public 

hearing, the public hearing was closed. 

 

The Commission took the following action:  

 

• Adopted the Resolution Making Determinations, including the California Environmental 

Quality Act determinations, Approving and Ordering Annexation No. 32 to the County 

Sanitation District No. 16 of Los Angeles County; Resolution No. 2020-10RMD. 
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  MOTION: Finlay SECOND: Solis APPROVED: 7-0-0   

  AYES: Close, Finlay, McCallum, Mirisch, Ryu, Solis, Gladbach 

  NOES: None. 

  ABSTAIN: None.  

  ABSENT: Barger, Dear 

 

7 PUBLIC HEARING(S) 

 

The following item was called for consideration: 

 

b. Annexation No. 1091 to the Santa Clarita Valley Sanitation District of Los Angeles 

County. 

 

The EO summarized the staff report concerning Annexation No. 1091 to the Santa Clarita Valley 

Sanitation District of Los Angeles County. 

 

The public hearing was opened to receive testimony on the annexation via e-mail.  There being 

no testimony and no written opposition, nor e-mails, submitted prior to the close of the public 

hearing, the public hearing was closed. 

 

The Commission took the following action: 

 

• Adopted the Resolution Making Determinations, including the California Environmental 

Quality Act determinations, Approving and Ordering Annexation No. 1091 to the Santa 

Clarita Valley Sanitation District of Los Angeles County; Resolution No. 2020-11RMD. 

 

  MOTION: Finlay SECOND: Solis APPROVED: 7-0-0   

  AYES: Close, Finlay, McCallum, Mirisch, Ryu, Solis, Gladbach 

  NOES: None. 

  ABSTAIN: None.  

  ABSENT: Barger, Dear 

 

7 PUBLIC HEARING(S) 

 

The following item was called for consideration: 

 

c. Annexation No. 760 to the County Sanitation District No. 21 of Los Angeles County and 

Amendment to the County Sanitation District No. 21 of Los Angeles County Sphere of 

Influence. 

 

The EO summarized the staff report concerning Annexation No. 760 to the County Sanitation 

District No. 21 of Los Angeles County. 

 

The public hearing was opened to receive testimony on the annexation via e-mail.  There being 
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no testimony and no written opposition, nor e-mails, submitted prior to the close of the public 

hearing, the public hearing was closed. 

 

The Commission took the following action:  

 

• Adopted the Resolution Making Determinations, including the California Environmental 

Quality Act determinations, Approving and Ordering Annexation No. 760 to the County 

Sanitation District No. 21 of Los Angeles County; AND Amendment to the County 

Sanitation District No. 21 of Los Angeles County Sphere of Influence;  

Resolution No. 2020-12RMD. 

 

  MOTION: Solis SECOND: Finlay APPROVED: 7-0-0   

  AYES: Close, Finlay, McCallum, Mirisch, Ryu, Solis, Gladbach 

  NOES: None. 

  ABSTAIN: None.  

  ABSENT: Barger, Dear 

 

8   PROTEST HEARING(S) 

 

None.  

 

9   OTHER ITEMS 

 

The following item was called up for consideration: 

 

a. Recommended Final Budget for Fiscal Year 2020-21. 

 

The EO summarized the staff report concerning the Recommended Final Budget for Fiscal Year 

2020-21. 

 

[Commissioner Barger arrived at 9:26 a.m.] 

 

The Commission took the following actions: 

 

• Adopted the Recommended Final Budget for Fiscal Year 2020-21; and 

 

• Directed the Executive Officer to transmit the adopted Final Budget to local agencies and 

other parties as required by law. 

 

  MOTION: Solis  SECOND: Finlay APPROVED: 8-0-0   

  AYES: Barger, Close, Finlay, McCallum, Mirisch, Ryu, Solis, Gladbach 

  NOES: None. 

  ABSTAIN: None.  

  ABSENT: Dear 
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9   OTHER ITEMS 

 

The following item was called up for consideration: 

 

b. Selection of Insurance Carrier for Property/Liability and Workers’ Compensation. 

 

The EO summarized the staff report concerning the Selection of Insurance Carrier 

Property/Liability and Worker’s Compensation. 

 

The Commission took the following actions: 

 

• Authorized the Executive Officer to enroll this Commission as a member of the 

California Water Mutual Companies Joint Powers Risk and Insurance Management 

Authority (JPRIMA) by the filing the necessary application materials; 

 

• Approved the JPRIMA Member Agreement and to allow participation in the JPRIMA 

Property/Liability Program inclusive of Crime Insurance and Commercial Excess 

Liability Insurance;  

 

• Authorized the LAFCO Chairperson to execute the JPRIMA Member Agreement of 2016 

to participate in its Property/Liability Insurance Program; and 

 

• Authorized the Executive Officer to renew the Commission’s Workers’ Compensation 

Policy with the Special District Risk Management Authority (SDRMA). 

 

  MOTION: Solis  SECOND: Finlay APPROVED: 8-0-0   

  AYES: Barger, Close, Finlay, McCallum, Mirisch, Ryu, Solis, Gladbach 

  NOES: None. 

  ABSTAIN: None.  

  ABSENT: Dear 

 

9   OTHER ITEMS 

 

The following item was called up for consideration: 

 

c. Outside Employment Request of Executive Officer. 

 

The EO summarized the staff report concerning Outside Employment Request of Executive 

Officer. 

 

The Commission took the following action: 

 

• Authorized the Executive Officer to accept outside employment from Hoge Fenton to 

provide expert witness testimony relative to litigation between two private parties in 
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unincorporated Alameda County, subject to the limitations in Section 8 of the 

Employment Agreement between the Executive Officer and the Commission dated 

December 8, 2010.   

 

  MOTION: Solis  SECOND: Barger APPROVED: 8-0-0   

  AYES: Barger, Close, Finlay, McCallum, Mirisch, Ryu, Solis, Gladbach 

  NOES: None. 

  ABSTAIN: None.  

  ABSENT: Dear 

 

10 LEGISLATION  

 

The following item was called up for consideration: 

 

a. Legislative Update. 

 

The EO summarized the staff report concerning the Legislative Update. 

 

The EO read aloud an e-mail he received from Adan Ortega of the California Association of 

Mutual Water Companies, in support of the staff recommendation for the Commission to take a 

support position on SB 625.  

 

Commissioner Finlay asked how much larger the Central Basin Municipal Water District 

(CBMWD) is compared to the former Sativa County Water District (SCWD).  The EO indicated 

that the former SCWD provided retail water service to 1,700 connections.  The CBMWD is a 

wholesale provider which purchases water from the Metropolitan Water District of Southern 

California (MWD); re-sells that water to approximately 40 different customers (cities, investor-

owned utilities); and that the population within Central Basin’s boundary is over 1.6 million 

people.  Many agencies within the CBMWD’s service area cannot purchase water directly from 

the MWD. 

 

Commissioner Finlay asked what CBMWD’s response to SB 625 is. The EO indicated that 

opposition is from current members who currently sit on the CBMWD’s Board of Directors. 

 

Commissioner Solis indicated that the CBMWD has been a troubled district for a long time, and 

that she supports the staff recommendation for the Commission to take a support position on SB 

625. 

 

Adriana Romo, Deputy Executive Office (DEO), indicated that Ms. Plambeck submitted an e-

mail, during this meeting, in opposition of the Commission’s recommendation to support SB 625 

(Bradford). Adriana Flores, Office Assistant, read Ms. Plambeck’s e-mail comments to the 

Commission.  The e-mail indicated that a public agency of elected representatives should not be 

dissolved without a public vote, and this is undermining people’s ability to elect their 

representatives.  
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The EO indicated that the CBMWD is aware of SB 625.  SB 625 is not requiring LAFCO to 

reorganize (dissolve or consolidate) the CBMWD, but to conduct a Municipal Service Review 

and provide recommendations on how the new CBMWD’s Board of Directors would be 

structured. 

 

The Commission took the following actions: 

 

• Took a “SUPPORT” position on SB 625 (Bradford) and directed staff to communicate 

the position in communications with members of the State Legislature and the Governor, 

including providing public testimony if so required; and  

 

• Received and filed the Legislative Update. 

 

  MOTION: Solis  SECOND: Finlay APPROVED: 8-0-0   

  AYES: Barger, Close, Finlay, McCallum, Mirisch, Ryu, Solis, Gladbach 

  NOES: None. 

  ABSTAIN: None.  

  ABSENT: Dear 

 

11 MISCELLANEOUS CORRESPONDENCE  

 

None. 

 

12   COMMISSIONERS’ REPORT  

 

None. 

 

13   EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT 

 

a. Written Update  

 

The EO summarized his written report. 

 

13   EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT 

 

b. Verbal Update. 

 

The EO stated that Pamela Miller, Executive Director, California Associations of Local Agency 

Formation Commissions (CALAFCO), who planned to retire in October, has instead decided to 

remain as CALAFCO’s Executive Director.  

 

The EO thanked the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors Executive Office and their staff, 

and Supervisors Barger and Solis and their staff, for hosting today’s virtual meeting.  
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The Commission took the following action: 

 

• Received and filed the Executive Officer’s Report. 

 

  MOTION: Finlay  SECOND: Solis APPROVED: 8-0-0   

  AYES: Barger, Close, Finlay, McCallum, Mirisch, Ryu, Solis, Gladbach 

  NOES: None. 

  ABSTAIN: None.  

  ABSENT: Dear 

 

14   PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

The DEO indicated she received comments via e-mail, during this meeting, which the DEO read 

on behalf of Pamela Miller, regarding the COVID-19 Pandemic and its impacts; and that she will 

stay as Executive Director at CALAFCO.   

 

Chair Gladbach stated that he was happy that Ms. Miller will continue as CALAFCO’s 

Executive Director.  

 

The DEO indicated that she received comments via e-mail, during this meeting, which the DEO 

read on behalf of Ms. Plambeck, stating that e-mail is not a sufficient way to comment, as her 

internet service was working intermittently, and it was frustrating to submit comments in a 

timely fashion (Ms. Plambeck listened-in at today’s virtual meeting).  

 

The EO indicated that he will work with the Board of Supervisors Executive Office to address 

Ms. Plambeck’s concerns at next month’s meeting. 

 

15   FUTURE MEETINGS 

          

July 8, 2020 

August 12, 2020 

September 9, 2020 

 

16   FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 

None.  

 

17   ADJOURNMENT MOTION 

 

Chair Gladbach thanked the BOS Executive Office and their staff for their assistance at today’s 

virtual meeting.  He also thanked LAFCO staff for their continued great efforts working under 

difficult circumstances, since the start of the COVID-19 Pandemic. 
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On motion of Commissioner Barger, seconded by Commissioner Solis, the live virtual meeting 

was adjourned at 9:58 a.m.  

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

                                            
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

L: minutes 2020\06-10-20 






























































































































